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Environmental offsets 

Impact assessment 

All proposals - complete:

Direct costs - Compliance costs

Minor amendments to the Environmental Offsets Regulation 2014 
(Offsets Regulation) and the Environmental Offsets Policy (Offsets 
Policy) are required to clarify and simplify requirements, increase 
readability, and improve consistency with other legislation. The 
proposed amendments are either minor and machinery in nature or do 
not require Regulatory Impact Analysis under the Policy as they have 
nil or negligible regulatory costs or regulatory burden on business, 
government or the community. 
Amendments to the Offsets Regulation include a consequential 
amendment necessary to reflect restrictions on the use of forest 
consent areas under the Forestry Act 1959 and to give effect to 
updates to the Offsets Policy. 
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where court-based penalties have been applied. It is predicted that up to 2 PINs per year may be issued 
for existing offences relating to compliance notices. The approximate cost to the community (individuals) 
will range from $322 - $4,839 per offence, and for business (corporations) from $8,065 - $24,195 per 
offence. The likely overall impact to the community resulting from these changes is considered insignificant. 
In addition, if a person believes they have been wrongfully charged with an offence they may contest the 
matter through a court process. Compliance and enforcement actions will be absorbed by the department's 
current program. 

Who was consulted? 

Public consultation was determined to be not required under the Queensland Government Better Regulation 
Policy as the proposal is machinery in nature. 

What is the recommended option and why? 

Option 2 - Introduce PINs under the Offsets Act 

The recommended option is to introduce new PINs for enforcement related offences under the Offsets Act. 
Imposing penalties for offences is a widely accepted practice for achieving compliance with legislation and 
deterring unwanted behaviours. Inclusion of PINs under the Offsets Act contributes to the protection of 
environmental offset protection areas, and provides less of a financial imposition for offenders than court 
imposed maximum penalties. 
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